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BOOK REVIEWS 



The Law and Customs of Riot Duty. By Byron L. Bargak. 
Published by the Author. 1908. Pp. 323. 

Within a brief space the author has included not only a 
detailed statement of the law governing the conduct of those 
in charge of military forces during times of insurrection or riot, 
but also many valuable directions, based apparently upon his 
own experience, as to the actual management of militia in the 
field. From a legal standpoint, the book possesses the merit 
of containing an accurate statement in language, usually clear, 
but occasionally unnecessarily complicated, of the questions of 
law with which an officer in charge of troops on riot duty will 
be frequently confronted. For use by such persons the book 
will prove very valuable, but for the student or for the prac- 
titioner the book is of comparatively little importance, because 
it contains rather conclusions of law than an analysis of the 
legal principles involved. It should, however, be noted that 
the author does not claim that his little volume is a legal 
treatise, but rather that, as stated on the title page, it is a 
"guide for national guard officers and civil authorities." For 
this purpose the book is adequate and helpful. The carefully 
drawn distinctions between the powers and duties of those in 
charge of the military forces and the civil authorities whose 
responsibilities they frequently assume, is particularly to be 
commended. The forms included in the text of the book for 
proclaiming martial law and similar purposes are well drawn 
and can be used in many instances without further elaboration. 

R. D. J. 



The Power of Special Taxation. A Critical Analysis of 
Special Taxes for Local and Public Improvements. By 
Henry N. Ess. Kansas City, Missouri: Pipes-Reed Book 
Co. 1907. Pp. X, 389. 

The object of this work, is to demonstrate that the present 

system of taxation for local improvements, particularly as 

established in our western states in the form of contractors' 

tax bills, is unconstitutional. The conclusions of the author 

(212) 



